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From the President

A

THE
Jon Bednarski, President
Belted Galloway Society, Inc.

s I travel throughout the country visiting member farms, I am seeing a common thread with our members. It doesn’t matter whether you own 10 acres
or 1,000, or if you own three head of Belties or 300. That common thread
I’m referring to is the strong commitment our members share for the breed.
We come from all walks of life. Most of us have separate full-time or parttime jobs, so we farm in the evenings or on weekends. Having now traveled to farms
in 14 states, I am amazed at the determination and dedication I see in our members.
Many of you have been farming in some capacity most of your lives. Some, like myself, for less than 10 years, but that level of commitment to your animals and our
breed runs deep.
While enthusiasm and commitment are strong, one area of our membership that
concerns me is the limited number of young people we see involved with our breed. I
know this is a concern throughout farming today, but with our Society being such a
small group, I wonder who our leaders will be in the next 10–20 years.
One way to involve youth would be through a mentoring program. Other breeds
have accomplished that, and so can we. If only 50 of our members would bring a son,
daughter, relative or friend into the breed, just imagine what those young people
could do!
Growing our membership would also bring new families to the Society. If half of
our members (about 400) would recruit just one new member this year, the impact
would be huge.
This spring, in an effort to encourage new members, the Council approved a free
membership to any non-member who buys an animal that is transferred to them.
I am happy to report nearly 78 new members have been recruited in the first three
months of the program.
One of my early objectives as president was to grow the Society and the breed. But
to successfully accomplish this task, the Council needs your support. This second
edition of The Belted Galloway Journal is a great tool to showcase our members and
our breed. The 2012 journal is available online, or you may contact our executive
director if you would like additional copies.
We have a great group of members. Thank you for your support!

Jon Bednarski

>>
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If only 50 of
our members
would bring a
son, daughter,
relative or friend
into the breed,
just imagine
what those
young people
could do!

The Belted Galloway Society, Inc.
The Belted Galloway Society, Inc. was established in the 1950s to maintain
a registry, to promote the breed and to provide services to members. Early
membership began with three people. By the 1980s membership rose to 150
members and today membership totals 860 members.
The Society is directed by a president, vice-president and immediate
past-president serving one-year terms, and a six-member board elected
by the membership to serve two-year terms.
Committees are appointed annually to work on breed promotion, long-range
planning, youth activities, budgeting and breed promotion just to name a few.
Most of the business of the Society is conducted by dedicated council members
serving as volunteers.
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Looking Back

2011:
What a Year
By Leanne Fogle & Vic Eggleston

THE

>>
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T

he Belted Galloway Society Inc. experienced a phenomenal 2011 promoting the Belted Galloway breed
through printed materials, online media, e-blasts and
video streams.
During early spring of 2011, Grit magazine featured
the Belted Galloway breed and over 17,000 folks interested in
Belted Galloway cattle submitted an entry in the heifer giveaway sweepstakes project sponsored by the magazine. Every
one of these folks interested in Belties submitted an email
address and we were able to reach their address through our
electronic communication strategy or e-blast. And speaking of reaching out to key potential cattle partners, the April
and May issues of the American Cattlemen had a Beltie on
the front cover, which also promoted our National Sale and
directed people to our Society website.
In late April, an entry from a small farm owner in central
Ohio was selected to receive the Grit magazine giveaway heifer. The Society purchased that animal at the National Sale in
Fryeburg, ME. The heifer, along with a donated Beltie heifer
companion, was delivered in mid-May.
The Society introduced a new breed magazine named The
Belted Galloway Journal. Our magazine has always been one
of the Society’s best tools for promoting our breed. The magazine now appears both in print and digitally. The magazine was
featured via e-blast to the 17,000 folks from the Grit campaign.
Pam Minick, keynote speaker and host of RFDTV’s American Rancher, spoke on niche marketing of Belted Galloway
cattle and beef during the March 2011 Texas Belted Galloway
Association’s annual meeting and sale held in Hamilton, TX.
The Belted Galloway breed was later featured in a segment
on RFDTV.
Terrific shows were held at The National Western Stock
Show, Denver, CO; The Big E, Springfield, MA; World Beef
Expo, Milwaukee, WI; and the North American International Livestock Exposition, Louisville, KY. The Big E, held
in September 2011, was made even more special by it being
named in honor of the late Mr. Richard Anderson of Vermont.
It was reported that 1,000 people from 15 countries continuously watched the show, live through video streaming! Belted

Galloway sales (National Sale, Fryeburg, ME; and The Belted
Galloway Premium Sale, Louisville, KY) have been successful
through video streaming as well!
Our October visit to Little Everglades Ranch in central Florida for the Belted Galloway Society Annual Meeting made a lasting impression of how ranching in the Deep South is a viable
success story.
Our Breed Performance committee recognized early on
that tracking and reporting weights and measurements would
be an important step for our Society to take as a service to
our members. For the time being, this would not be for the
purpose of creating EPDs as other major breeds have done,
but rather to begin the process and learn more about what our
members want and need for data.
We are grateful that we have industry scientists willing and
able to identify the Hypotrichosis gene in Belties and develop
a test to identify carriers of it! Hypotrichosis, or hairlessness,
is believed to be a genetic recessively inherited trait in Belties. After researching the condition through blood analysis
for over a year, Dr. Jonathan Beever, a well-known genetic research specialist from the University of Illinois, has identified
the specific mutation that causes this affliction in Belties and
developed of a diagnostic test for it.
2012 promises to be our best year yet. We have welcomed
a record 133 new members to the Society in just the first six
months of 2012. The number of new members is a testament
to the increasing popularity of the Belted Galloway breed and
the work our members do in promoting them. The future
looks brighter than ever; keep up the good work.

The number of new members is a testament to the increasing popularity of the
Belted Galloway breed and the work our members do in promoting them.
2012 • T he Bel ted Galloway Jour nal
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Livestock Records

Canadian Livestock
Records Corporation
By Vic Eggleston, Executive Director

THE

T

he Canadian Livestock Records Corporation (CLRC) is
a non-profit corporation, established under Canadian
federal legislation, the Animal Pedigree Act, to provide
registry services to incorporated breed associations.
The CLRC acts as a neutral third party between the associations and their members. CLRC is governed by a Board
of Directors composed of representatives of the breed associations who have been elected by their colleagues to serve in that
capacity. CLRC provides its services to 53 Canadian breed associations, also providing services on a contract basis to three
bovine associations based in the U.S., including the American
Galloway Breeders’ Association.
The CLRC is responsible for enforcing the rules and procedures determined by The Belted Galloway Society, Inc. and for
collecting the proper fees.
The CLRC currently has a staff of nine persons under the
direction of General Manager Ron Black. The staff has many
years of experience and knowledge to offer. Two members of
the CLRC staff, Betty Foti and Lisa Hutt, are assigned to members of the Belted Galloway Society.
In addition to the above services, CLRC also maintains a
section of its website on which it posts a listing of members
and the pedigrees of animals for each association that chooses
to participate. The site is updated frequently from the main
database.

CLRC Registrar Services
2417 Holly Lane
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1V 0M7
Toll-Free: 877-833-7110
P: 613-731-7110
F: 613-731-0704
clrca@clrca.ca
6

Registrars

CLRC SERVICES
The core registry service provided by CLRC is a complete
service consisting of the following basic elements:
• Printing and distribution of application forms
• Receipt and deposit of all fees
• Entry of information from applications into database
• Manual and computer checking of data and approval
of applications, ensuring adherence to rules of
eligibility as set down in Society by-laws and to
recognized biological parameters
• Recording of DNA test results
• Issuance of certificates, in a format approved by the
Society, and membership cards
• Mailing of documents, including all envelopes and
postage
• Invoice with completed documents that accounts for
fees received and charged
• Contact with breeders to resolve problems
• Acquisition of necessary computer hardware and
software and upgrades to same
• Scanning of all source documents into database for
future reference
• Daily and monthly backup of database, with offsite
storage of backup media
• Reporting to the Society office, including several
routine reports, as well as any custom reports that
may be required.

Betty Foti
betty.foti@clrc.ca
Toll-Free: 877-833-7110
P: 613-731-7110, ext. 310
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Scholarships

The Belted Galloway Foundation

2011/2012
T
Scholarship Recipients

he Belted Galloway Foundation, Inc. is a non-profit corporation created to engage in educational and scientific
activities dedicated to the improvement of Belted Galloway cattle breed production and marketing practices,
and encouraging youth involvement in beef production.
The Foundation is funded by generous donations, bequests
and annual auctions. Past projects include providing every
member of the Society the Breeders Manual, funding a beltie

beef nutrition analysis and study, the BYG Handbook sent to every junior member of the Society, grass-fed trials conducted on
a Bob Rose’s donated Belted Galloway herd, plus awarding the
A.H. Chatfield, Jr. Memorial Scholarship. The selection process
includes judging each applicant’s written essay, involvement in
the Belted Galloway breed, leadership participation, community
service and scholastic standing.
The 2010/2011 scholarship recipients are as follows:

Audrey Wagner (IA)

Erin Rollins (ME)

Laura Mahoney (MA)

Audrey is a
sophomore at
Iowa State University majoring
in Animal Scie n c e / P r e -Ve t .
Audrey’s career
goals are to become a veterinarian
and specialize in bovine reproduction. Audrey has owned her cattle
since 2007, and before moving to
college, she did all aspects of caring for her herd by herself. She
now returns home on the weekends and works with her cattle.
She is so appreciative of the help
her family gives her while she is
away at school.
Audrey also enjoys showing and
participates in the Great Lakes region. Audrey communicated that
she takes great pride in her cattle
and strives to incorporate the best
breeding practices and animal husbandry. Known for her strong work
ethic, Audrey is committed in all
that she does: cattle, continuing
her education and her career path.
“Audrey was very active in local and state activities with a focus
on agriculture, particularly cattle.
I’m impressed with her knowledge,
techniques, breed history and general commitment to the welfare of
her project,” said Rob Bohnsack.

Erin is a recent graduate of Camden Hill
Regional High School
and will enter Husson
University as biology
major with aspirations to become a veterinarian. She is an Aldermere Achievers
4-H Club member and has worked closely with four project heifers and one steer
while in the club. Erin states that her
encounters working with Belted Galloway cattle have shaped her career path.
After spending hundreds of hours at Aldermere Farm each year, she has done it
all: mucked stalls, halterboke calves,
vaccinated, learned to artificially inseminate and showed her project animals.
She feels that her experiences at Aldermere have taught her the realities
of running a farm and working with
animals. Erin served as the club’s treasurer last year, and was part of the fundraising activities to bring the Aldermere
Achiever’s to Lousiville, KY, to exhibit
during the Kathi Jurkowski National Junior Show.
“Erin has a great positive approach
when working with others. She has
strong interpersonal communication
skills as she interacts with people of all
ages. I am always confident that Erin
represents herself, the club and our farm
in a very positive manner,” said Ron
Howard (ME).

Laura is a recent graduate of the University
of Massachusetts Amherst with a Bachelor
of Science in Animal
Science. She is pursuing a career as a veterinarian and completing her education at
Tufts Cummings School of Veterinary
Medicine.
Laura learned about Belted Galloway
cattle when she went to high school at
Norfolk County Agricultural High School
in Massachusetts. The high school has
a small herd of Belted Galloway cattle.
Laura later joined the UMass Belted Galloway Group upon her entry into college.
The UMass students manage the college’s
Belted Galloway herd. During group meetings, upperclassmen teach underclassmen how to properly handle the cattle and
correctly perform procedures.
Laura feels the opportunities she has
been afforded as an Animal Science major
have strengthened her abilities to work
with animals, communicate with her colleagues, manage time wisely, and take
charge as a leader. Because agriculture
is important to Laura, she wants to be a
livestock veterinarian, ideally working as
a bovine practitioner.
“Laura’s devotion to Belted Galloway
cattle and her schoolwork is unparalleled.
She is an exceptional student and a mature
individual,” said Nancy Malcuit (MA).
2012 • T he Bel ted Galloway Jour nal
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Youth

Beltie Youth Group
Getting to Know Our Youth

THE

T

he Beltie Youth Group (BYG) is comprised of junior
members ages eight to 21 years of age. We also nurture a group of peewees (pre-eight-year-olds) for
our program as they become of age. Our leadership
structure is comprised of a Belted Galloway Society
Council representative and six area BYG leaders. Each BYG
area has multiple volunteers who help with programs and
fundraising.
As one travels to various Belted Galloway Society sponsored events across the country, the Beltie Youth Group always has a strong presence. Each area is encouraged to develop youth programs specific to that region and do fundrais-

Angela Abney
Badgersville, Indiana
I started my business, Red
Barn Meats, LLC, when I was
18 years old and a senior in
high school. I incorporated
the Belted Galloway breed into
my business purchasing cattle
from my family’s farm to process and sell at five different
local farmers markets. Beltie
beef is the only beef that Red
Barn Meats, LLC, sells because
I am constantly advertising the
Belted Galloway cattle, whether I tell customers about the
beef I sell or they ask about the Belted Galloway hide I display at the farmers markets.
I am currently finishing my sophomore year at Purdue
University majoring in Agribusiness Management and Agricultural Economics. My honors have included: Future of
America Leaders Conference Attendee & Scholarship Winner,
Lilly Endowment Scholarship Winner, a 10 year 4-H member
and Belted Galloway Golden Pitchfork Winner. Club/Activities
that I participate in are: Sisters of the Harvest Moon Sorority
Active Member and Co-Rush Chair, Beltie Youth Group, Great
Lakes Belted Galloway Association, and Indiana Junior Beef
Cattle Executive Board Member.
8
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ing. Individual areas have heifer projects, hold contests and
provide education.
The Beltie Youth Group has reached a new milestone,
with older BYG members now teaching younger members
and former BYG members taking leadership roles in their regions by teaching and implementing programs.
Any youth interested in the Belted Galloway may enroll by
joining the Belted Galloway Society Inc. as a junior member
paying $20 annual dues. Membership applications are available at www.beltie.org.
We look forward to our future and all it holds for our
youth members. Check us out at www.beltie.org.

I love to show and promote
Belted Galloway cattle and have
shown Belties for nine years. My
family and I have participated
in numerous shows including:
North American International
Livestock Exposition, World Beef
Expo, Hoosier Beef Congress,
Johnson County Fair, and the
Midwest Classic Show. The award
placing that means the most to
me is when I won National Grand
Champion Belted Galloway Steer
in the Open and Junior Show at
the North American International Livestock Exposition in
2009. It meant so much to me because Red Barn Jose was born
and raised on our farm. I will always cherish that moment.
This year my sister, brother and I utilized the Belted Galloway Youth Group Semen Project. After reviewing our herd
genetics with our parents, we decided to request semen from
Driftwood and Anderson Hill bulls that have the dun genetics in their bloodline. We also checked our females’ pedigrees
to make sure they had the dun genetics in their bloodline as
well. This will hopefully result in our herd having a couple dun
calves next year.
My Belted Galloway cattle mean a tremendous amount to
me. They hardly ever play second fiddle on our farm. Raising

and showing Belties has truly made me very passionate about
the Belted Galloway breed and agriculture in general. It is all
coming full circle on our farm, especially since I have started
Red Barn Meats LLC and it has allowed my family and I to
market our cattle and our Beltie beef through a new niche
market. We plan on doubling our herd size and having a grass

fed herd to finish as meat animals. The most rewarding part
of raising and breeding Belted Galloway cattle is that it has
helped define who I am as a person. I also love the satisfaction
of knowing that a calf was bred, born, raised, and taken care
of on our farm. I will forever be a cowgirl at heart, thanks to
my Belties.

Brianna Shaner

cattle can offer that Angus, Hereford or Gelbveih may not. During show time, I compete
side-by-side with these breeds. By educating
prospective buyers, I can explain the difference
in bone structure and how that translates into
yield and most importantly, getting the biggest
bang for the buck!
Showing Belted Galloway cattle was not always the easiest thing to do in western Colorado. In the beginning there was a great deal
of speculation, negativity and ridicule for being
a “novelty” animal. Through hard work, outreach and ultimately success, I have interested
locals in the Belted Galloway breed, sold stock to other 4-H
kids for them to compete with, and am enjoying raising and
working with my cattle immensely! Did I mention my cattle
won, back to back, Grand Champion Breeding Beef for 2010
and 2011 at the Garfield County Fair and also went to the National Western Stock Show in 2011 and 2012 winning Reserve
Champion in their divisions?
I enjoy meeting people from all over, so whether your here
in Colorado for the National Western Stock Show, or just visiting, feel free to call, swing on by or reach out through email!

Silt, Colorado
Growing up in western Colorado, my family
has been raising Belted Galloway cattle here locally on the Bell T Bar Ranch for the past seven
years, and my grandfather has been raising
Belted Galloway cattle in Colorado for the past
18 years at the Aten Valley Ranch in Loveland,
Colorado.
As an active 4-H member, it was a natural
progression for me to begin developing my own
herd and competing with them locally and nationally. While my herd is still small, consisting
of four cows, two heifers and two steers, I have been blessed
with a mixture of quality genetics and solid stock! Along with
some hard work, they have provided me success both on the
market animal sale side and in the show ring.
In my 4-H program, at the end of the day, we bring our steers
to sale, so it is very important that the sound stock translates
into a tasty meal! I have found that my buyers (while tentative at
first) end up really enjoying the Belted Galloway meat.
Because I live in the middle of Angus country, it is always
an uphill battle to educate my buyers on what Belted Galloway

Meagan Stephens
Newkirk, Oklahoma
My parents say that I cut teeth on
a show halter, when my dad started
working at Uphill Farm in New York
during 1999. Belted Galloway cattle
became a fi xture in my life. I grew up
showing at local, state and national
levels. I can remember my first
Louisville with Uphill, meeting Sue
Drew, Keith Jones, David Carter, the
Mark Keller family, the David Fogle
family, Kathi Jurkowski, Larry & Joan Sholtey, plus countless
others. I only became more involved from there. I have since
left Uphill Farm and moved to Oklahoma. The livestock judging team kept me busy for my first two years of college, however Blisful Acres keeps me busy now.
Bill and Katie Bliss called me in May of 2011, they wanted
to learn how to show. My mother and I spent a weekend in
Newkirk, Oklahoma. In the fall of 2011, I started my junior year
at Oklahoma State University. I’m majoring in Agricultural

Communications with a minor in
Animal Science and I started managing the Blisful herd.
The Blisful Acre show season
started last fall, our highlights consisted of Reserve Grand Champion
steer at Louisville, Grand Champion steer at Denver, Reserve Grand
Champion Female at Denver, and
the latest was Grand Champion steer
and heifer at the Texas Belted Galloway Show.
This past January I started Royal Designs. It is a full service
design company. The majority of my work consists of sale catalogs, livestock photos, and sale videos for online sales. Within
the year, I will have web design added to the list.
Growing up involved in Belted Galloway cattle has helped
to get me where I am today. I wouldn’t trade my BYG time with
Rachel and Ross Fogle, Nicki Keller, Clayton Stephens, and the
whole crew for anything! I hope the junior members that are
in it now will have the same great experience that I did.
2012 • T he Bel ted Galloway Jour nal
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Taylor Callender
Brookhaven, Mississippi
My name is Taylor Callender and I am a senior in
high school at Loyd Star Attendance Center Brookhaven
Mississippi. I am currently the
secretary of our FFA Chapter
and I am a member of the
Band, Jazz Band and 4-H. I received the FFA Scholar Award,
FFA Music and Talent Award
this year at our FFA Banquet.
In 2011, I have participated
in shows in Louisiana, Mississippi and Kentucky. The most rewarding placing I received,
was third place in the 2012 Dixie National Carcass Evaluation
with my Belted Galloway steer Driftwood 14X (Luber). With
106 steers participating and Luber being the only Belted steer
in the examination, I was very proud!

I was the first to show a Belted
Galloway at our State Fair in 2010.
With the help of Magnolia Trace
Farms here in Mississippi, I have been
able to start one of the only Belted
Galloway projects in our District.
I have two heifers bred currently
through the youth group semen project through Driftwood Plantation in
South Carolina. These heifers will
calve later this summer.
My involvement with the Belted
Galloway breed has been very rewarding! Feeding, fitting, showing, traveling and meeting people that have had
a positive influence in my life are just a few. I also had a great
opportunity to intern at Driftwood Plantation last summer.
None of this would have been possible with out the Belted Galloway family! My future plans are to promote the Belted Galloway breed in Mississippi and the surrounding areas.

Flash !! Watch for Maddie Tingle
and Aavalon Farm Mister Bo Jangles
headed for the 2013 Houston
Sharon & George Adams
Palestine, Texas • 903.549.2036
aavalonfarm@hughes.net • www.aavalonfarm.com

Livestock Show and Rodeo, Junior
Steer Show in Houston, Texas.

588202_Aavalon.indd 1

WI-5001311158

EXCEPTIONAL GENETICS
IN REPLACEMENT HEIFERS, YOUNG BULLS AND STARTER HERDS

RT CAMELOT RANCH
28/05/12 2:10 PM

587899_Caldwell.indd 1

06/06/12 7:40 PM

ELIZABETH, CO

HOME OF ALL NATURAL RED & BLACK BELTED GALLOWAY CATTLE
COWS-HEIFERS-PAIRS-BULLS
303-646-4791
RTCAMELOTRANCH @AOL.COM WWW.RTCAMELOTRANCH.COM
RENE’ & TOM
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Regional Groups

Join Fellow Breeders

I

n recent years, a number of regional
groups for Belted Galloway breeders and
others interested in the unique cattle
were formed in support of the national
Society. Each of the groups welcomes new
members interested in the breed. Regional
groups organize and sponsor events, educate and foster fellowship.

NEW ENGLAND
GALLOWAY GROUP
Contact: President Scot Adams
Starks, ME 04911
(207) 696-3812
mnshadow@tdstelme.net
The New England Galloway Group (NEGG)
was formed in 1995 to provide support and
education for Belted Galloway and Galloway
cattle breeders in the New England region.
The NEGG is know primarily for its management of the Annual National Belted Galloway Sale in Fryeburg, Maine. The national
sale is the longest running and most well
known Belted Galloway sale in North America. The Belted Galloway heifers are donated
to deserving youth recipients in an effort to
foster new interest in the Beltie breed.

TEXAS BELTED GALLOWAY
ASSOCIATION
Contact: President Dawson Masters
(972) 465-0339
txbeltedgalloway@yahoo.com
Web.me.com/texasbelties/site/
welcome.html
The Texas Belted Galloway Association
(TBGA) is made up of breeders and Beltie
fans from all over the southwest. The TBGA
holds an annual meeting for members and
serves to introduce the Belted Galloway to
other ranchers and interested parties.

WESTERN BELTED GALLOWAY
ASSOCIATION
Contact: President Ken Bajema
(360) 837-3273
kbajema@pacifier.com
www.beltedgalloway.org
Westerners formed their regional group in
early 1995. The group meets annually, usually in October, and promotes the breed on
their regional website with Beltie facts, a
member directory and current events.

Highest Quality Beltie Beef and Beef Jerky Available.
Please visit www.otokahefarm.com to learn
more about our farm and herd.

GREAT LAKES BELTED
GALLOWAY ASSOCIATION
Contact: PR Director Kathi Jurkowski
(815) 629-2306
kkowski@aol.com
www.greatlakesbeltie.com
GLBGA, formed in 1992, holds field days
and educational clinics, exhibits animals
at many fairs and expositions in the Great
Lakes region, maintains home pages on the
Internet and sponsors the Belted Galloway
15 Jason Avenue
Show at the annual Wisconsin World Beef
Jefferson, NH 03583
Expo at Milwaukee in late September. The
GLBGA also sponsors the annual Midwest
Classic in Pecatonica, IL in July. A newsletter532713_Otokahe.indd 1
called Great Lakes Belted Galloway News is
published quarterly.

BERT & KRISTINA VON DOHRMANN

Phone (603) 586-7702
Cell (603) 991-5364

OAK RUN FARM

SOUTHERN BELTED GALLOWAY
CATTLE ASSOCIATION
Contact: President Robert Flynn
O: (919) 545-5719 H: (919) 563-1576
robert@fearrington.com or
rflynn@mebtel.net
Formed in the spring of 1994, the southern
regional group holds meetings from time to
time and has sponsored a Deep South Belted
Galloway Sale at various locations.
585780_Oak.indd 1

5/30/11 11:15 AM

QUARTER HORSES &
BELTED GALLOWAY CATTLE

Mike & Nancy Hannah
Bear Creek, North Carolina | oakrunfarm@aol.com | www.oakrunfarm.com
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Annual Meeting

2011 Annual Meeting
By Leanne Fogle

M

ost folks identify the state of Florida with Mickey
Mouse, dolphins, the ocean and white sandy beaches. However, our 2011 visit to Little Everglades
Ranch in central Florida for the Annual Meeting,
made a lasting impression of how ranching in the
Deep South is a viable, success story.
The 2,025-acre ranch is a beautiful, working ranch: home
to an equestrian center, sport horses, Tifton 44 hay production, careful conservation practices, 300 head of commercial
cattle, peat mining, and a select herd of Belted Galloway cattle.
Bob and Sharon Blanchard also tapped into another natural
resource, Katie Carris. Katie, an experienced cattle and horsewoman, serves as the ranch’s general manager.
Dr. Murray Brilliant of the Marshfield Clinic (WI) presenting
a scientific talk: Mammalian Pigmentation Genetics. Dr. Brilliant summarized that all mammals are pigmented and gave
photo examples. However, in the embryonic stages of development there may be pigment mutations. Dr. Brilliant discussed
how belting patterns in the Belted Galloway breed, relating to
width or incomplete belts, are affected by these factors.
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Ed Jennings, a regional livestock agent at the University of
Florida, spoke about climate adaptation of cattle in Florida. He
summarized that in Florida, breeders infuse tropically adaptive breeds of cattle. Climate adaptation has a large impact
on cattle production and adaptation is moderately heritable.
Selection of breeds of cattle based on hair coat is becoming
more common. He recommends breeders select a breed to
meet their individual climate conditions.
Katie Carris explained Little Everglades Ranch’s experiences with Belted Galloway cattle. Belted Galloway calves are
born in typical birth weight ranges of 70+ pounds, but mature
slower in Florida because of the tropical climate and heat factors. After four to five years of age, the females reach their full
growth potential and meet breed standards for mature weight
and hip height measurements.
Steven Elliott, Global Director of Mineral Division of
Alltech, Inc., presented natural feed solutions in the beef industry by analyzing trace minerals fed to cattle. Rob Shafer,
Sales Team Leader at Naylor, was on hand and conducted an
informal discussion with members regarding the Belted Galloway Journal. Shafer explained the advertising process and
asked for feedback from members present, and he spent the
day mingling with members.
A safari-style ranch tour of Little Everglades in a windowless bus was a fun excursion. The tour included Belted Galloway
cattle plus Brahman influenced, Santa Gertrudis influenced
and horned Hereford influenced commercial cattle bred annually to Brangus bulls. Viewing of equestrian facilities, peat
mining production, cattle handling facilities and 200 acres of
hay fields was enjoyed by all. Surrounding the wetlands and
lakes, wildlife abounds! The bus made a stop to view an alligator that made an appearance in a nearby lake. Sherman Fox
Squirrels were spotted peeking through the trees. Ranch signs
asked guest to be on the lookout for the interesting squirrels.
The declining numbers of the squirrels have led the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission to list it as a Species of Special Concern.
The day concluded with an evening barbeque and silent
auction raising $1,127 to benefit The Belted Galloway Foundation, Inc.
The Annual General Meeting of the Belted Galloway Society, Inc. was planned, but because a quorum of 5 percent of the
Society membership (as stated in the Society By-Laws) was not
present, a formal annual meeting could not be held. Council
members adapted and committee reports were given followed by
focus-group type discussions between members of Council and
the Society members present. All agreed that the discussions
proved very productive and gave Council great feedback.

THE

The 2,025-acre ranch is a beautiful,
working ranch: home to an
equestrian center, sport horses,
Tifton 44 hay production, careful
conservation practices, 300 head
of commercial cattle, peat mining,
and a select herd of Belted
Galloway cattle
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Prock Ridge Farm

Belted Galloway Society Honors
Its Longest Active Member
By Kara Keeton

THE

I

t was around 1977 when Merle and Loraine Prock began
raising Belted Galloway cattle on Prock Ridge Farm, their
family farming operation in Waldoboro, Maine. After all
these years Loraine stills laughs as she tells the story of how
their family farm became a Belted Galloway operation.
“Well the Union Fair had a judging contest and the prize
was a Beltie. Our daughter Lori decided to enter the contest
and Merle told her that if she won the Beltie he would match
it,” said Loraine. “Well she won it and Merle matched it. Then
she went back the next year and did it again. Then her sister,
Wanda, went back the third year and she won and that was the
beginning of our herd.”
The Prock’s herd might have begun with Lori’s prize Beltie
over 30 years ago, but through the years they have worked
hard to breed their own prize herd. While their herd is pre-
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dominately the black and white Belted Galloway, the Prock’s
are proud owners of reds and duns as well.
“At one point our herd size reached 44 head, but and now
we are at 21 head,” explained Loraine. “We thinned the herd
because Merle and I were getting older, but we remain focused
on the quality of the animals we breed.”
The unique bloodlines in the Prock’s Belted Galloway
herd, along with their multiple show awards through the
years, have helped to make the Prock’s the respected breeding stock and show stock provider that they are in the industry today.
“We have one bull, Calgary, that was the grand champion
of all breeds at the 2008 Fryeburg Fair,” said Loraine. “He was
the first Beltie bull to ever win that distinction at the Fryeburg
Fair; we were proud.”

The Procks pride themselves on the quality of the animals
they breed on their farm. Loraine explained that they only sell
animals that they would want on their farm.
“We sometimes sell a few of the animals in the fall to neighbors for meat, but we pride ourselves on the quality of animals
we sell for breeding stock and to show,” explained Loraine. “In
fact, we don’t sell an animal unless we can put a halter on it
and lead it—that has always been our motto.”
To ensure the animals are halter broke, Loraine explained
that they bring their calves in at about three months and tie
them up only letting the mothers in morning and night to
nurse. Once the calves are weaned they are put in the yard and
the calves are led in and out every night and morning for grain.
“It isn’t easy. To have good natured animals you really have
to work with them from the beginning,” said Loraine. “It takes
time, but it is worth it. It is great if you can get your family
involved as we have, and it is really a great for kids to learn
responsibility.”
Loraine believes that one of the reasons the Prock Ridge
Farm’s Belted Galloway operation has been so successful is because it truly is a family farm.
“All four of our kids have grown up on the farm and all of
our nine grandkids come out to help work on the farm,” said
Loraine. “Merle and I take care of the day-to-day operations
on the farm, but we are very fortunate because if we do need
help the kids will come out.” She laughed and explained that
while the family comes out to work on many projects at the
farm, it is the show cattle that bring the grandkids out as soon
as they are old enough to take the lead.
Showing the Belties is a tradition in the Prock family. Loraine explained that when Lori started showing Belties years
ago a judge told her if she would shorten the hair on her animals it would raise her standings when going up against other
breeds. Lori started clipping her animals and introduced that
trend to a larger audience when they attended her first North
American Livestock International Exposition in Louisville.
“There we were in Louisville for the show and Lori was clipping her Beltie and he looked really nice. Now at the time,
Belties were not clipped for show, so none of the other Belties
in the barn were clipped at first,” explained Loraine. “People
started coming over to look at Lori’s fella and then, before we
knew, it three quarters of the Belties in the barn were clipped.”

>>

It is the close ties among the
people in the industry and the
family tradition the Prock’s started
over 30 years ago that have helped
them earn the distinction of being
the longest active member of the
Belted Galloway Society.

These days it is Lori’s daughter Lauren showing cattle. Lauren is following in the footsteps of her mother, aunt, uncles
and many cousins who have help establish the Prock family
tradition of showing Belties.
“Lori is out here almost every morning before work helping
us with chores,” said Loraine. “It has been nice to see our kids
come back to the farm to help our grandkids work with the
animals they show.”
Like so many families that breed and show Belted Galloways, the Prock’s have found great support and friendship with
others in the industry.
“I don’t know of any other breed that really can go to the
fair and help each other like I see with the Belties,” said Loraine. “At Fryeburg we have such a good time together. We
have all grown so close over the years, and you just don’t see
that with the people that raise other breeds.”
It is the close ties among the people in the industry and the
family tradition the Prock’s started over 30 years ago that have
helped them earn the distinction of being the longest active
member of the Belted Galloway Society.
“I’m 72 and Merle is 74 and we are still out there every day
working on the farm,” said Loraine. “We enjoy working with
the animals and our family. Our herd may get smaller as we
get older, but we plan to raise Belties as long as we can.”

Want to Learn More?
Learn more about the Prock Ridge Farm and see
Loraine’s unique Belted Galloway gift collection at
www.prockridgefarm.com.
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LITTLEFIELD FARMS INC
Our Belted Galloway Beef is pasture raised, all natural,
no steroids, or growth hormones, sold by whole, half or mixed quarter
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(309) 678-4592
www.littlefieldfarmsinc.com

www.greatlakesbeltie.com

WISCONSIN RIVER MEATS
…Beef and Pork Processing…

Experienced working with direct
marketers and private labeling.
Large selection of our own Wisconsin Sausage.
Belted Galloway meat available.
Buying quality Belted Galloway steers in Wisconsin.
Belted Galloway show steers and heifers.

John Hamm
Wisconsin River Brands, Inc.
N 5340 Hwy. HH
Mauston, WI 53948
(608) 847-7413
www.wisconsinrivermeats.com

Sharon & George Adams
Palestine, Texas • 903.549.2036
www.aavalonfarm.com

Dickinson
Acres

lover
orners
F A R M

Breeding, Raising, Showing and Selling Registered Belted Galloway Cattle

Chris and Chuck Landeck
3982 Deegan Dr. SE, Buffalo, MN 55313-4700
763-682-1197 • clandeck@msn.com

Gallowa
y As
sn
.,
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5418 Yale Bridge Road • Rockton, IL 61072 • (815) 629-2306
kkowski@aol.com

Hunt Club Farms
Belted Galloways
Burlingtion, WI
(262)441-3599 Mobile
(262)757-6020

.
nc

Matt, Mary Beth, Nathan, Jacob and Joseph Ellerbrock
Selling Belted Galloway breeding and feeder stock

huntclubbelties@hotmail.com

815-629-2306

OAK

Jerry & Kathi Jurkowski

VALLEY

www.huntclubbelties.com

Cattle

FARM

Registered Belted Galloways

The Kellers
9889 Moate Road,
Durand, IL, 61024
Phone : 815-248-4687
email: mark@a-americancompanies.com

a historic breed for the progressive cattle producer

Terry & Karlyn Etheridge
4746 Burnell Dr.
Phone: 715-835-4043

Eau Claire, WI 54703
E-mail: tekcattle@yahoo.com
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Send ‘em South

Aldermere Achievers Prepare
for the Big Show
By Paige Pendleton

A

year and a half ago, on a cold November
night, Ron Howard, general manager
of Aldermere Farm in Rockport, Maine,
posed an idea to the 4-H Club Aldermere
Achievers, their leader Heidi Baker, and
parents. It was a big idea; bigger than any of the
people knew in that room that night.
Ron had recently returned from the North
American International Livestock Exposition
(NAILE) in Louisville, Kentucky, and he envisioned
the Aldermere Achievers attending NAILE the following year. Ron asked the Aldermere Achievers if
they wanted to show at the National Level and experience all the Livestock Exposition in Louisville
had to offer, including meeting other Belted GalAldermere Xanderlee shown by Randie Falleur. (Front row, left to right) Lucy
loway Society members from across the country.
Heal, Frances Pendleton, Addie Bragg, Samantha Leighton (back row, left to
The 4-H members were Alice Flint, Addie Bragg,
right) Matt Thurston, Terry Chapman, Tyler Leighton, Alice Flint, Ron Howard,
Erin Rollins, Lucy Heal, Tyler and Samantha LeighEllie Pendleton, Erin Rollins, Jacob Baker, Heidi Baker.
ton, and Ellie and Frances Pendleton. The idea
Bragg, though, both recognized X-7s (Aldermere Xanderlee)
sounded exciting, and the Achievers were enthusiastic. There
potential, and a game of Rock, Paper, Scissors ensued, via texwas much to consider, though, as the club had never before unting to Heidi, to determine who would have X-7 for their heifer
dertaken an effort of this scope. Transporting eight 4-H memproject. Addie Bragg won that hand, and the rest, of course,
bers, their cattle, equipment, farm staff and chaperones eleven
is history.
hundred miles would be complicated and expensive.
Through the winter 4-H members worked with their aniThose considerations did not discourage or dissuade the
mals, toured Maine Farms and planned for the upcoming
Achievers and they committed, unanimously and enthusiastiseason, which began with youth events at the National Belted
cally, to raise the necessary funds and attend NAILE. They had
Galloway Sale in April and the North East Livestock Expo in
one year to prepare.
May. They fully participated in these events, taking advanFlurries of ideas circulated via email before the next meettage of every opportunity to broaden their experience. Older
ing. The members recognized the challenges of competing
Achievers mentored young Achievers.
at the National Level. They planned activities, such as quiz
Popular events at the farm, such as Beltie Holiday, and Calf
bowls, sales and marketing competitions, fitting and showUnveiling Day, offered fundraising opportunities for bake sales
manship clinics, and farm visits for the upcoming year to enand grilling hotdogs. The 4-H members made bouquets of
rich their 4-H experience and participate in opportunities to
fresh flowers for their farm stand until fresh vegetables ripprepare themselves for the Exposition.
ened in their gardens word spread, and neighbors supported
Their parents recognized fundraising efforts needed to comthe stand.
mence. A Chowder Supper and Auction was planned to spearThe Aldermere summer intern arrived, a young woman
head the Send ‘Em South Campaign. Family, friends and local
named Randie Falleur from Oregon State University. Growing
businesses quickly stepped forward to support the Aldermere
up on a cattle operation, and active in 4-H and the Oregon and
Achievers and donated goods and services for the auction. The
National Junior Angus Associations, Randie brought signifievent was a success, and set the club on a strong course.
cant knowledge and experience to share with 4-H members.
Attention turned to the cattle. Show heifers for the upcomShe quickly found a place in their hearts, despite working
ing season were chosen. Most of the choices naturally matched
them hard through the summer.
and heifer choices were easily assigned. Alice Flint and Addie
18
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The size and scope of
the Expo did not fail
to impress, even at
night. Acres of parking
lots surrounding the
enormous facility housed
stock trailers and cattle.

everyone would also have a day to explore Louisville as well as the Exposition. Groups enjoyed
trips to Churchill Downs, the Louisville Zoo and
G.A. Schimpff’s Confectionery across the river in
Indiana. Those remaining at the Expo tended the
cattle, observed shows and sales, and toured all of
At the airport, ready to go! Aldermere Achievers (back row, left to right) Alice Flint,
the exhibits displayed. Everyone enjoyed bumping
Leader Heidi Baker, Addie Bragg, Erin Rollins, Frances Pendleton, Ellie Pendleinto old friends and meeting new ones. The Belted
ton, Tyler Leighton (front row, left to right) Samantha Leighton and Lucy Heal.
Galloway Society welcomed Aldermere Achievers
warmly, and all enjoyed the final two days of prepara“That is why I was so intrigued by Aldermere Farm and
tions to themselves and their animals before the first show.
its 4-H program and Farm Hands Programs because it allows
Show day dawned. Achievers and cattle greeted it head
youth that may not have the resources, whether it be land or
on, eagerly anticipating what the day would bring. They were
knowledge, to be involved first-hand in agriculture and gain
ready, and the day did not disappoint. Achievers Tyler Leighskills that will forever benefit them and their quality of life in
ton, Sam Leighton, Ellie Pendleton, Lucy Heal and Alice Flint
a positive way,” said Randie.
all finished brilliantly in each of their Beltie Youth Group
June and July saw more activity preparing for the show seaclasses, proudly representing Aldermere Achievers and Alderson, and meeting the requirements Aldermere Farm has for
mere Farm. Erin Rollins, Addie Bragg and Frances Pendleton
its youth participants. While pledging many hours to prepare
took their team on to receive three of the top four awards in
their show animals, each 4-H member also had volunteer hour
The National Belted Galloway Society’s Youth Show. Erin won
requirements to fulfill for their lease agreement. In addition,
National Grand Champion Steer, Addie won National Grand
4-H members have individual community service goals. The
Champion Heifer, and Frances won National Reserve Grand
Aldermere Achievers received a club award at the Knox County
Champion Heifer.
Annual 4-H Banquet for their community service efforts, acThe Achievers, proud of each other and their fellow comcumulating over 100 hours.
petitors, turned eyes to support Aldermere Farm in the Open
August and September were very busy, but all of the AchievShow. Again, Aldermere’s cattle shown by Randie, Heidi and
er’s hard work paid off. A successful show season for the 4-H
Matt Thurston showed well, and Randie Falleur showed Aldermembers concluded with knowledge and experience honed.
mere Xanderlee to win National Grand Champion Heifer. AlOngoing fundraising efforts during this period included bottle
dermere Farm was Premiere Breeder. Tyler immediately called
redemption collections, T-shirts for the Beef Obstacle Course
Dwight Howard who was with us in spirit.
at Union Fair, and the raffle of a painting which had been showA brisket dinner by the Belted Galloway Society was bitcased in the Aldermere Art Show by local artist Barb Bausch.
tersweet. It was time to head home. With memories to last a
And plans continued to solidify for the trip. The group
lifetime, and grateful for the opportunity to participate in such
would fly, and Ron and Jake Baker would truck the cattle to
a wonderful experience, Aldermere Achievers waved good-bye
Louisville. Plane and hotel reservations were made. Randie
to friends, old and new, and headed back to Maine.
would fly in from Oregon to join them. Louisville auto-filled
everyone’s search engine boxes. The NAILE Twitter feed was
closely monitored.
November finally arrived. The trailer was packed and Ron
and Jake left with the cattle. The next morning families bid
Aldermere Farm is the oldest continuously operated
farewell at the airport in Portland to 4-H members, Heidi and
herd of Belted Galloways in the U.S. Its founders, Albert
chaperones.
and Marion Chatfield, preserved the farm by giving it to
Upon arriving in Louisville, Heidi took the members to see
Maine Coast Heritage Trust, who continues the Chattheir cattle at the Expo. The size and scope of the Expo did not
fields’ work of promoting the Belted Galloways while
fail to impress, even at night. Acres of parking lots surroundcontributing to the community through its many youth
ing the enormous facility housed stock trailers and cattle.
and sustainable agriculture programs.
Each morning the team ate breakfast together. The 4-H
For more information, visit www.aldermere.org.
members had previously decided to split into two groups so

Learn more about Aldermere
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Sundown Ranch
A Peaceful and Serene
Environment for Healing
By Scott Griffith

T

he Sundown Ranch is a uniquely
fashioned facility nestled in the
piney woods of east Texas. Born
from a passion for people and a
love for ranching, the Sundown
Ranch is both a working ranch and a licensed and fully equipped chemical dependency and co-occurring psychiatric
disorder treatment facility for adolescents and young adults.
It all started in June of 1987 when
Robert and Rebecca Power spotted the
former time-share and dude ranch with
what looks to be an Old West town, complete with hitching posts and store front
facades. It was a real mess and in a state
of disrepair, but according to their son
Jeff Power, “God had a plan.” The abandoned ranch had been the subject of
mismanagement and did not enjoy the
best reputation among locals. However,
Robert had a vision of what it could become. He asked for feedback from some
close friends who’d gone through the
pain of having a family member with
an addiction. After some initial due diligence, the Powers leased the ranch for a
short trial period, but it didn’t take long
for Bob to buy the land and the Sundown Ranch was born.
When you first drive up, you are immediately drawn to what is one of the
largest Belted Galloway herds in Texas.
Showcasing over 200 Belties on a welltraveled highway between Canton and

Athens, the Sundown Ranch is the subject of many photo opportunities. Their
initial Beltie herd was purchased from
Homer and Diane Mohn of Hide-A-Way
Hills Ranch, which is only a few miles
down the road.
Jeff Power has been involved in running the ranch and since the beginning
and oversees both the treatment and
the Beltie herd. When they opened for
business with three clients in October of 1987, Jeff assumed many of the
counseling, administrative and even
cooking duties, which often involved a
“trip to Sam’s Club for frozen lasagna.”
The Sundown Ranch now employs over
100 full-time people over three shifts,
including seven Cooks, doctors, psychologists and nurses, as well as a team
of counselors. Many of the clients spent
some time on a waiting list prior to being admitted for treatment.
The kitchen at the Sundown Ranch
takes full advantage of having the best
beef cattle in their own backyard. According to Jeff, “All of the steers harvested at the ranch are used to feed
our clients. We also have a big family
day barbeque every month for our clients and their families.” The gentle and
beautiful Belted Galloway cattle also
combine with the scenic Old West town
to provide a peaceful and serene environment for healing. Many people are
involved in the care and feeding of the

The gentle and beautiful Belted Galloway cattle...
provide a peaceful and serene environment for
healing. Many people are involved in the care and
feeding of the Belties and the pastures. It’s both
a responsibility and a privilege for employees and
patients alike.
20
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Belties and the pastures. It’s both a responsibility and a privilege for employees and patients alike.
Words and pictures cannot adequately describe the outward and inner
beauty embodied here. A world-class
treatment facility run by first-class
people in a picturesque setting with a
fine herd of Belted Galloway cattle—all
purposed to help those in need meet
the demands of life and sobriety, “one
sundown at a time.” May God bless the
Sundown Ranch.
For more information about Sundown Ranch, visit
www.sundownranchinc.com.

MITCHELL
LEDGE
FARM
Registered Belted Galloways
Quality Breeding Stock
Belted Galloway Feeder Cattle
Semen Available
Inquiries And Farm Visits Welcome

WISCONSIN RIVER MEATS
…Beef and Pork Processing…
Experienced working with direct
marketers and private labeling.
Large selection of our own Wisconsin Sausage.
Belted Galloway meat available.
Buying quality Belted Galloway
steers in Wisconsin.
Belted Galloway show steers and heifers.

P. Andre LeMaistre

(207) 865-9695
andy@MitchellLedgeFarm.com
website: MitchellLedgeFarm.com

Flying Point Road P.O. Box 6
Freeport, Maine 04032

533874_michael.indd 1

John Hamm
Wisconsin River Brands, Inc.
N 5340 Hwy. HH
Mauston, WI 53948
(608) 847-7413
www.wisconsinrivermeats.com
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Sherwood Acres

Direct Marketers of USDA
Inspected, Vacuum-packed
Belted Galloway Freezer Beef
Visit us at:
www.SherwoodAcresBeef.com
LaGrange, KY
Jon Bednarski
(502) 649-8706
info@SherwoodAcresBeef.com

586767_Sherwood.indd 1

Registered Belted Galloways
MERLE & LORIANE PROCK
& FAMILY
2 Prock Rd
Waldoboro, Maine 04572
(207) 832-4715
email: prockfarm@roadrunner.com
webpage: www.prockridgefarm.com

Breeding & Show Stock & Semen
Available
Thank you to all our buyers!
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Pike Valley Farm
A Sustainable Family
Farming Operation
By Kara Keeton

K

entucky’s largest herd of Belted
Galloways can be found grazing on lush pastures overlooking Lake Herrington in Garrard
County on the sustainable family farming operation Pike Valley Farm.
When owners Winston and Teresa Pike
purchased their first eight Belted Galloway cattle back in 2005, it wasn’t
their dream to create the largest herd
in Kentucky. Instead their goal was to
raise fresh, local pasture-fed beef with a
focus on sustainability that they would
be proud to put their family name on for
the market.
Today, as they begin the transition
to hand the land and operation over to
their children, it is obvious that this
farming duo has created a following for
their organic, sustainable, pasture-fed
beef that guarantees that their Belted
Galloway herd is only going to continue
to grow.

A Family Affair
It was in the early 2000s when Winston and Teresa decided to move their
growing family to Winston’s family
farm to live, but it wasn’t until 2005
that Winston decided to do more on the
farm than just live.
“Seven years ago when our youngest biological daughter was born, I took
some time off to stay home and help
Teresa,” said Winston. “It was then I
realized I wanted to do something that
would allow me to be around home
more and I started really looking at
farming.”
Winston knew he did not want to
approach farming in the conventional
sense. He had his father’s desire to conserve and preserve the land, so he started reading and researching sustainable
farming operations. Teresa laughs and
says that when Winston told her he was
going to start farming she told him,

Daniel Pike, of Pike Valley Farm, in the field
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“Good luck with that, I will be at the
mall,” but it wasn’t long before the city
girl was involved.
“I never imagined myself as a farmer,” laughed Teresa, “but there we were
with our eight cows in the field and
chickens on the back deck. Now it is
great to have our kids, especially Daniel
and Josh, show an interest in stepping
up and taking over the operations.”
The Grass-fed Belties
With Winston’s focus on creating
a sustainable farming operation, he
knew he wanted his beef herd to be 100
percent grass fed; so, he turned to the
Belted Galloway breed.
“Belted Galloway cattle are good
mothers, they have a good disposition
and they do great on grass, which was a
priority for us,” explained Winston. “We
started with those first eight cows in
the field and now we have over 90 that
we move from pasture to pasture every
day.”
Rotational grazing is the key to Pike
Valley’s grass fed operation. Daniel explained that cattle are kept in herds
with portable electric fencing and
moved daily to a fresh pasture paddock
with fresh nutrient-rich grass.
“Just look at the pasture the cattle
were in and the one they are grazing
now and you can see the difference,”
said Daniel. “The rotation allows the
cattle to graze on fresh pasture, but it
also allows pastures time to heal, and
the cattle keep weeds down and provide
nutrients back to the soil.”
While sustainability is a priority for
the Pike family, it is the taste and tenderness of the beef that has kept customers coming back to the farm.

THE

“We have had our herd bull and several of our cows tested for tenderness,
and our herd bull is a 9 on a scale of 1–10
for tenderness,” explained Winston. “We
have learned that with cattle that are totally grass-fed, you need to allow them
to go a little longer to get the weight
gain, but with the Belties we haven’t
found that to be a problem thanks to the
added tenderness of the breed.”
Marketing Local
Tenderness and taste will keep customers coming back to the farm, but
when Pike Valley Farms first came into
the local food scene in 2005, they had
to build that customer base. Ironically, it was Teresa, a 23-year vegetarian,
who took the lead to market Pike Valley
Farm’s beef and poultry products.
“When we started all of this I was
a vegetarian, and then one day I was
watching Winston gather chickens up
for the processing, and I thought about
the reason I was a vegetarian,” explained
Teresa. “I was opposed to the way animals were treated, but here they were
out on grass, in the sunshine and fresh
air, and they looked happy. My whole
reason for being a vegetarian had fallen
out from under my feet, so I decided it

>>

Daniel, Zeke, Kristin, Winston, Teresa, Hudson, Josh, Archer

was time to change. My first meat was a
roast beef, and it was amazing.”
Teresa’s newfound passion for Pike
Valley Farm’s products made her a natural marketer for their line of organic,
grass-fed beef. She began reaching out
to local chefs to gauge the interest in
their products, and quickly found they

We want our customers to know that our standards
go beyond the organic certification required by the
government. We care for our animals, we care for the
land, and in doing that, we are creating a fresh, safe
product for their families.

had the opportunity to fill a niche for
locally raised, organic meat products.
“I started realizing what a special
product we have when a chef from Louisville called within 30 minutes of me
arriving home, after I had delivered
products to their restaurant for the
first time,” said Teresa. “She said it was
amazing, and that it tastes so much different than anything they had ever had
at the restaurant. That is when I knew
we could make this work. We had an organic, locally raised, lean beef product
no one else was offering.”
Today, Pike Valley Farms produces
products for wholesale customers, retail
outlets and fine restaurants. Individuals can also buy their products direct
on the farm and in certain cities, like
Columbus, Ohio, where they offer buying clubs.
Teresa says that while taste and tenderness keep people coming back for
their products, one of the keys to building a strong market has also been making that connection with the customer.
At least twice a year, Pike Valley Farm
opens up their gates for farm tours, allowing customers to come out and see
the animals and learn about their farm’s
organic and sustainability practices.
“We want our customers to know that
our standards go beyond the organic certification required by the government,”
2012 • T he Bel ted Galloway Jour nal
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gan to discuss the potential for future
enterprises at Pike Valley. While they
had offers to work at several sustainable operations across the county,
Daniel and Josh decided to return
home to Pike Valley. Slowly the two
The Next Generation
boys began taking over the daily opWinston might have started Pike
erations at the farm.
Valley Farm as a way to work closer to
“We realized we could just as eashome, but his and Teresa’s passion for
ily do here in Kentucky what Salatin
sustainability and providing fresh local
was doing at his operation,” said Danproducts to customers has carried on to
iel. “The market is here, the demand is
the next generation.
here and we are able to build upon what
“I have wanted to farm since I was
Mom and Dad started—products to rea kid, even before dad did, but I never
ally create new opportunities, and new
enterprises at the farm.”
Daniel and Josh plan to continue to
“Working hard to build the best in Beltie genetics”
expand the farm’s Belted Galloway operA big thank you to the Oatley family for exhibiting
ation, as well as the poultry operation.
“Faylee” and thanks to Aldermere Farms and
Driftwood
Plantation
for
their
help
to
establish
They are also incorporating new enterCATTLE CO.
B&J Cattle Co. Belted Galloways.
prises into the operation based upon
requests from the customers. In the
spring of 2012 they offered community
supported agriculture (CSA) shares for
the first time, and launched a new dairy
shares program for those interested in
raw milk.
“It takes a lot of effort to bring new
customers to the market, so instead we
have focused on adding products, such
2567 S. CR 500 E.
as our dairy shares and CSA shares, for
Greencastle, IN 46135
our existing customers,” said Daniel.
Brice & Jane Jackson
Home: 765-526-2099
“We are also looking to the future and
Cell: 765-720-2353
JJeff & Jennifer Jackson
considering adding a certified kitchen
www.bjcattleco.com bkjack2567@yahoo.com
w
at the farm. This would allow us create
fresh, organic locally-raised value-added products, such as marinated steaks,
594420_B&JCattle.indd 1
19/07/12 7:27 PM for our customers with busy schedules
wanting more convenient foods to prepare for their families.”
The entire Pike family will agree that
the ultimate goal for Pike Valley Farm is
to continue to make the farm healthier,
their animals healthier, and in turn
produce a wonderful selection of local,
organic, healthy food for their families
and customers.
“If we see the pastures improving
and all the things around the farm are
healthier each year then we know we
are doing it right and all those beneficial cycles are working together,” said
Daniel. “Raising our grass-fed Belties,
focusing on organic production, and
always putting sustainability first—we
see it all as a win-win for our customers,
our family and the environment.”
said Teresa. “We care for our animals,
we care for the land, and in doing that,
we are creating a fresh, safe product for
their families.”

thought I could make a living at it before dad started the farm and we got
exposed to individuals like Joel Salatin
(owner of Polyface Farms and author of
an array of books on sustainable farming),” said Daniel. “After getting out of
the military, I actually went to Salatin’s
and did an internship with him, and
then my brother Josh came out and we
spent a year running one of Salatin’s
farms for him.”
During the year that the boys
worked for Salatin, Winston came to
visit them on the farm and they be-

B&J
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Partridge Meadow Farm
Richard & Susan Paul

Naturally Raised Beef
Registered Belted Galloways

SUTLIFF BELTIES

406 Spofford Road
Westmoreland, NH 03467
603.399.4876
richard.paul.1@hotmail.com

GREG & PAT HIPPLE • 5425 Sutliff RD NE
Solon, IA 52333 • sbelties@southslope.net
www.sutliffbelties.com • 319-430-6664
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Bob & Sharon Blanchard
Katie Carris
General Manager

38230 Jordan Road, Dade City, FL 33523
Barn: (352) 521-0366
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lerranch@earthlink.net • www.LittleEvergladesRanch.com
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Point Show Awards

T

By Leanne Fogle

he Point Show Award System recognizes farms and breeders who exhibit cattle locally, regionally and nationally. The
points are reported, collectively tabulated by show type and announced at the end of each calendar year. Showing cattle
requires personal investment, work and dedication. A big thank you to all individuals and farms who market our breed in
the show ring for each of us! It does not go unnoticed. The following animals and exhibitors are honored for earning the
most points in 2011.

Show Female of the Year

Aldermere Xanderlee 32345B is another in Aldermere’s
long string of strong females to have competed at the national
level. She is the daughter of Gold Lifetime Award Aldermere
Shoshana 27238B, and previous National Grand Champion
Bull and Platinum Lifetime Award achiever, Aldermere Lance
8071B. Her show season began with a string of winning not
only breed Grand Champion awards, but also several all breed
awards, representing the growing stature of Belted Galloways
competing in comparison with other major beef breeds.
Honorable Mention: Sunnybrook Lacey 33435B
Show Female of the Year Aldermere Xanderlee 32345B. Bred &
owned by Aldermere Farm (ME).

Show Bull of the Year

Show Bull of the Year Sunnybrook Valor 33432B. Bred and owned by
Chris and Steve Willis (IL).

Sunnybrook Valor 33432B is the first offspring of the
2009 Show Bull of the Year, Stonesthrow Umbro 11941B, and
out of a first-calf-female and Linetree’s Pistol Pete daughter,
Sunnybrook Legacy 29178B. He is bred and owned by Chris
and Steve Willis, Sunnybrook Farms, Belvidere, IL. Valor is
the result of a pedigree whose first three generations boasts a
two-time Sire of the Year, two Dams of the Year and four Platinum Lifetime Award winners. At less than a year of age, Valor
was Champion three times and Reserve Champion once. He
also represented the Beltie breed by being named Champion
twice against all other breeds.
Honorable Mention (tie): Aldermere Xcellence 33243B;
Sunnybrook Eastwood 33431B

Show Cow/Calf of the Year

Stonesthrow Ubetcha (AI) (ET) 30276B is out of sire,
Driftwood Kingsize 8095B, and Dam of the Year, Holbrook
Hill Lilly 20216B, both Platinum Lifetime Award winners. She
was bred by Dick and Lisa Williams of Stones Throw, SC, and
is owned by Chris and Steve Willis, of Sunnybrook Farms, IL.
Ubetcha, who was purchased through the National Sale in Fryeburg, ME, is a stout first-calf-female that has proven her maternal ability, by producing her first calf Sunnybrook Eastwood
and going on to be unbeaten as a cow/calf pair six times. Her
son, Sunnybrook Eastwood 33431B, who is brother in blood to
Sunnybrook Valor, was the 2011 WBE Champion Bull and finished tied for second, as the 2011 Show Bull of the Year. Ubetcha
has already earned her Gold Lifetime Achievement award.
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Show Cow/Calf of the Year Stonesthrow Ubetcha (AI) (ET) 30276B.
Bred by Dick and Lisa Williams (SC) and owned by Chris & Steve
Willis (IL).

THE

Show Sire of the Year

Southdown Unique 9U 11781B was bred by Michelle Ogle
of Southdown Farms (NJ) and is owned by Jay and Liz Dausman of Countyline Belties (IN). Unique, who is sired by Marben’s Lochinvar 7691B and out of Southdown Phoebe 23332B,
is super-thick, long-bodied, extremely clean-fronted, and has
transferred all of these qualities into his progeny. His first calf,
Sunnybrook Symphony, was 2010 WBE Champion Female as
a weaned calf and went on to be named Champion Female in
the 2011 Denver Stock Show where both solid and Belted Galloway cattle were shown. She was also a many time champion
for Pookie McGlothern of Stewarts Ranch (CA). Members of
Unique’s 2010 calf crop went on to be named champion in the
female, bull and steer categories throughout the 2011 show
season for Sunnybrook Farms. Unique has earned his Platinum Lifetime Award and is truly living up to his name. His
daughter, Sunnybrook Lacey 33435B, (pictured) and owned by
Mike and Nancy Hannah, Oak Run Farm (NC), was runner-up
in the Show Female of the Year category.

Show Sire of the Year Southdown Unique 9U 11781B. Bred by Michelle Ogle (NJ) and owned by Jay and Liz Dausman (IN). Progeny
Sunnybrook Lacey 33435B pictured.

Show Dam of the Year

Show Dam of the Year Holbrook Hill Lilly (AI) (ET) 20216B. Bred by
Michelle Ogle (NJ). Owned by Dick & Lisa Williams (SC). Progeny
Stonesthrow Whitehall (AI) (ET) 32593B pictured.

Exhibitor of the Year

Sunnybrook Farms is located in Belvidere, IL, and owned
by the Willis Family. They first became involved with Belted
Galloway cattle in 2000. Two females were purchased and
added to a prominent Angus herd. With the addition of Linetree’s Pistol Pete and two more females, the resulting matings
proved to be the foundation for the herd. The combination of
quality, carcass and conformation produced cattle that performed in the show ring and the pasture. As the herd grew and
space was limited, a decision was made to disperse the Angus
herd and concentrate on the Belties.
The farm is based around 20 proven Belted Galloway females and has produced or developed three show females of
the year, four show bulls of the year, three dams of the year,
three sires of the year, two cow/calf pairs of the year and a
national carcass winner at Louisville.

Holbrook Hill Lilly (AI) (ET) 20216B was bred by Michelle
Ogle of Southdown Farms (NJ) and is owned by Dick and Lisa
Williams of Stones Throw (SC). She is sired by Bur-Mer Boris 4643B and is out of Aldermere Rhonda 12016B. Lilly is a
Platinum Lifetime Award winner and has proven to be a superior donor cow. Her daughter, Stonesthrow Ubetcha, is the
2011 Show Cow of the Year and her flush mates, Stonesthrow
Umbro and Stonesthrow Whitehall, were both named Show
Bull of the Year. Whitehall was also Reserve Champion Bull at
the 2011 Denver Stock Show, which had both solid and Belted
Galloway cattle represented. In addition to producing past
National Champions, her progeny have always been popular
consignments to the National Sale in Fryeburg, ME, where her
daughter, Stonesthrow Revel, was a top selling lot, purchased
by Meadowood Farms LLC (NY). Her son, Stonesthrow Whitehall is pictured.

The farm has also implemented the use of production records, DNA trait identification and carcass results from the
use of ultrasound and slaughter data to further the predictability of the offspring from the herd.

Breeder of the Year
With the longest continuously run herd of Belted Galloways
in the U.S., Aldermere Farm has provided foundation cattle
to many Beltie breeders throughout the country and continues Albert Chatfield’s goal to market the breed and educate
people about the values of our breed. Aldermere believes that
showing their cattle at local, regional and national exhibitions
allows them to not just showcase their herd, but to create an
opportunity to reach out to observers who may be future Beltie customers for any breeder.
2012 • T he Bel ted Galloway Jour nal
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2011
Beltie Sales
21st National Belted Galloway Sale
Fryeburg, ME, April 2011

Wow! What a great sale it was! Great cattle, great consignors
and competitive bidding! The New England Galloway Group
works to provide a top-notch sale year-after-year! Twenty-six
people were online to view and bid on animals, with eight lots
sold on EDJECast, for a total online sales of $14,700. EDJECast
generated animals or semen going to Kansas, Texas, Indiana
and New York.
16 Lots of Semen Total
$6,500
2 Embryo Lots Total
$825
1 Flush Lot Total
$2,500
Live Lot Average
$2,704
Live Lots Sold
25
Total Sales
$77,425

Belted Galloway Premium Sale
Louisville, KY, November 2011

The Belted Galloway Premium Sale returned to Louisville
with a third straight consecutive run with successful sale results. The Belted Galloway Premium Sale will be held again
in November 2012 in Louisville, KY, in conjunction with the
National Show and the Annual General Meeting of the Belted
Galloway Society. Sale data includes:
10 Female Lots Averaged
$2,570
5 Bull Lots Average
$3,200
2 Semen Lots Average Per Unit
$57.50
2 Embryo lots Average/Embryo
$500
Total Sales
$52,150

THE

MAGNOLIA
TRACE FARM

Buffalo Dream Ranch
Low-Stress Environment
Registered Breeding Stock
Quality Beef

BELTED
GALLOWAY

Mountain Park, OK
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buffalodream@gmail.com
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Calendar

Events Calendar:
E

Fall 2012
F

Windsor Fair
August 26–September 3, 2012
Windsor, ME
Contact Curtis Prime: 207-621-4167

Western Belted Galloway Association
Annual Meeting
October 5–6, 2012
Reno, Nevada
Contact Ken Bajema: 360-837-3273
or kbajema@pacifier.com.

Sandwich Fair
September 5–9, 2012
Sandwich, IL
Contact Julie Willis: 815-547-6912
or sbfarms@hotmail.com
The Big E (Eastern States Exposition)
September 12–16, 2012
Springfield, MA
Contact Entry Office: 413-205-5011
or aginfo@thebige.com
Junior Show: Friday, September 14, 6 p.m.
Open Show: Saturday, September 15, 9 a.m.

THE

Farmington Fair
September 16–22, 2012
Farmington, ME
Contact Neal Yeaton: 207-778-6083

Annual General Meeting
November 13, 2012
On the grounds of The North American
International Livestock Exposition,
6–9 p.m.
Contact Vic Eggleston: 608-220-1091
or executivedirector@beltie.org
National Belted Galloway Show (NAILE)
November 12–15, 2012
Louisville, KY
Arrival: Monday, November 12
Junior Show: November 13, 2 p.m.
Open Show: November 14, 12 p.m.
Contact Michelle Ogle: 908-781-5576
or southdowncattle@gmail.com

World Beef Expo
September 26–30, 2012
Milwaukee, WI
Entries: www.worldbeefexpo.com
Contact Entry Office: 414-266-7052
Open Show: September 29, 11 a.m.
Contact Matt Ellerbrock: 262-537-2563
or huntclubbelties@hotmail.com
Keystone International Livestock Exposition
September 29–October 7, 2012
Harrisburg, PA
Contact KILE: 717-783-2815
or www.keystoneinternational.state.pa.us
Fryeburg Fair
September 30–October 7, 2012
Fryeburg, ME
Contact Office: 207-935-3268
or info@fryeburgfair.org

North Carolina State Fair
October 11–21, 2012
Raleigh, NC
Contact Entry Office: 919-821-7400

The Belted Galloway Premium Sale
November 14, 2012
Louisville, KY
Contact Michelle Ogle: 908-781-5576
or southdowncattle@gmail.com
Hoosier Beef Congress
November 30–December 2, 2012
Indiana State Fairgrounds, Indianapolis, IN
Contact Doug Abney: 317-422-8137
or redbarnfarms.dsa@live

www.priestfordfarm.com
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Tom and Dorothy Rogers
P.O. Box 728
Thomaston, GA 30286
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sdperuvians@windstream.net
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MARBEN fARM
Tiggie and Jay Gerli, Brooks and Bennett

252 East Street, Sharon
Connecticut 06069
Phone: (860) 364-2161
Fax: (860) 364-2163
Email: jgerli@snet.net
www.marbenfarm.com
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“Foundation
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America”

70 Russell Avenue, Rockport Maine 04856
207-236-2739 aldermere@mcht.org
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GRANBY, MA

Dayle & Billy Clark
Joshua & Andrea

413-320-5394

REG. BELTED GALLOWAYS
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VIRGINIA BELTIE
COOPERATIVE FARMS
Back Hill Farm

Red Gates Farm

Staunton, VA 24401
Kathy Higgins
540-414-1804
kjbhiggins@me.com

Lexington, VA 24450
Dean & Judi Stenzel
540-261-3455
jastenzel@comcast.net

Lynnhaven Farms
Jeffersonton, VA 22724
Allen Whetzel/Lynn Samuel
540-937-4015
lynnhavenfarms@aol.com

Riven Rock Farm

Drewry Farms

Monterey, VA 24465
Chuck & LouAnn Neely
540-474-3022
info@rivenrockfarm.com
Website: rivenrockfarm.com

Wakefield, VA 23888
Michael Drewry
757-899-0360
michael_drewry@yahoo.com

Norway Maple Farm
Gladstone, VA 24553
Alicia, Tim & Chris Lord
434-933-8541
nmjersey@yahoo.com

Fields of Athenrye
Sperryville, VA 22740
Jack & Delma Bagley
540-987-8604
jbagscovey@aol.com

VBC Farms
are proud to promote
this magnificent breed
and we welcome
your inquiries and
business

Todd Hill Farm
New Castle, VA 24127
Randall & Barbara Blankenship
540-864-7485
540-266-4420 (cell)

Visit One of the VBC Farms for:

Cow/Calf Pairs | Heifers | Bulls | Steers
Bull Leasing | 100% Grass Fed Beef

